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Welcome 
 

Welcome to the Links Country Park Golf Club. 
 
A club where you can come and enjoy your golf and where you can relax 
with friends and enjoy the camaraderie around this great game. 
 
Located on the beautiful North Norfolk coast, the sea is visible from every 
hole on the course. 
 
The course dates back to 1903 and was designed by 5 times Open Cham-
pion J.H. Taylor. Much has changed since then, but the capacity of this un-
dulating piece of land to provide an exhilarating test of golf has remained. 
 
The course is one of the best 9 hole courses you will play. It has often been 
said that if you can make a good score at the Links, you will be well 
equipped to tackle any challenge you may face in your golfing travels. 
 
We believe that playing golf is about more than simply hitting a ball and 
going to find it. The place where you play is important, as are the people 
you meet and the stories told. 
 
You will find all of this and more at the Links and we look forward to  
welcoming you and helping you to enjoy your golf. 
 
 
 
 
Dominic Dyer 
Director of Golf 

Who’s Who 

Club Committee Positions:- 
Club Captain*  
Club Vice Captain* 
Men’s Captain* 
Men’s Vice Captain* 
Ladies’ Captain* 

 
Ladies’ Vice Captain* 
Seniors’ Captain* 
Seniors’ Vice Captain* 
Honorary Secretary 
Club Treasurer 

 
Players’ Representative* 
Director of Golf 
Head Greenkeeper 

Simon Marr 
Club Captain 

Jane Gomm 
Ladies’ Captain 

Dave Parmenter 
Seniors’ Captain 

Players’ Representative: Tim McCrohon  
Welfare Officer: Kathryn McCrohon 

Club Treasurer: Joan Munday 

Dominic Dyer 
Director of Golf 

Caroline Collett 
Honorary Secretary 

The Committee meets every 6-8 weeks. * Committee positions nominated annually 
by a proposer and seconder and voted for at the club AGM in December. 

The Committee can be contacted via the Pro Shop. A suggestion box is located in 
the clubhouse and contributions will be discussed at Committee. 

John Seaward 
Junior Organiser 
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Hole-in-One Sports Bar 
Relax and unwind. Big screen TVs show live sport and outside seating overlooks 
the golf course and the village common of West Runton.  

 
The comfortable bar area is 
complemented by a relaxed 
dining experience for all the 
family. The menu is con-
stantly updated by our ex-
ecutive chef and combines 
bar favourites along with 
Links Specials.  
 

Swimming Pool, Gym and Tennis Court 
Links Golf Club member-
ship includes the use of 
the swimming pool and 
gym in the hotel. Get into 
shape for golf or simply 
keep active when the 
weather takes a turn for 
the worse. Separate lei-
sure only membership is 
also available. 
 
In2Blu restaurant 
The hotel’s In2Blu restaurant offers a stylish, contemporary environment to sa-
vour the seasonally changing dishes on the a la carte and table d’hôte menus. If 
you are staying over a weekend, the Sunday Carvery is not to be missed and is 
very popular with locals and residents alike. 
 
Links Hotel 
The 50 bedroom Links Hotel is the perfect place to stay for visiting golfers. With 
the 9 hole course on site and Sheringham and Royal Cromer golf clubs less than 
10 minutes away, you will be spoilt for choice. Golf stay and play packages that 
include play at all three courses are available. 
 

Club Facilities 
 
Golf Course 
Golf has been played at West Runton since 1903. JH Taylor laid out the original 
course with assistance from George Johnson who became the club’s longest serv-

ing Professional. Since the 
1950’s the course has been 9 
holes. Most of the holes have 
alternative tees, which provide a 
varied challenge when playing 
18 holes.  
 
The soil is sandy and drains well, 
providing good winter golf and 
firm conditions, (as preferred by 
the R&A) during the summer 
months. Temporary tees or 
greens are not required.  Trol-

leys and buggies are allowed in all but the most severe weather conditions. 
 
Practice Facilities 
The practice facilities are for use by members and by visiting golfers before they 
play their round. There is a practice putting green and practice net. Also a short 
game practice area of 90 yards. 
 
Pro Shop 
The Pro Shop is located in the clubhouse and is open daily from 8am. The shop 
stocks all your golf essentials and a range of Links Logo clothing and accessories. 
 
Top brands are available, including Footjoy, Glenmuir, Srixon, Adidas,  Taylor-
Made, Titleist and the PGA Collection which includes customisable clubs. 
 
Changing Rooms 
Changing rooms, including shower facilities, are in the clubhouse.  While every 
effort is made to ensure they are secure, items are left at the owners risk. Nothing 
should be left in the changing rooms overnight as they are cleared out at the end 
of each day. 
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Playing Golf 
 
The golf course is open 365 days a year, subject to weather conditions. We are 
blessed with free draining soil meaning the playing surfaces stay in good condition 
throughout the year. 
 
It is advisable to book tee times in advance and check availability, but many mem-
bers still enjoy the option to simply roll up and play. 
 
No Handicap certificates are required, although all golfers must be reasonably 
competent at the game and management reserve the right to exclude anyone 
from the course who does not have an appropriate level of competence or dem-
onstrate good golf etiquette. 
 
In addition to general play, the course is used for member competitions, visiting 
groups and hotels guests. Most competitions and matches are listed on the web-
site. A monthly list of events with tee times is on display outside the Pro Shop.  
 

Membership 
 
The club’s membership year runs from 1st July to 30th June. Anyone joining part 
way through the year will pay on a pro rata basis.  
 
There are lots of competitions and events for all members to get involved with. 
We also appreciate that many golfers prefer to simply play social golf.  
 
Members may invite up to three guests on any one occasion, at the reduced 
Member Guest Rate. Adult membership also includes use of the swimming pool, 
gym and tennis court. Third party insurance is included as part of the membership 
fee as are England Golf and County Union fees.   
 
Junior membership is available for under 18’s.  Intermediate membership is avail-
able for 18-21 year olds. 

Competitions 
 
The club runs a full calendar of competitions for members. The majority of the 
club competitions are played on Sunday mornings. Most of these competitions 
are open to all club members.  
 
The ladies section have competitions on Monday and Saturday mornings. The 
seniors play their competitions on Wednesday mornings. Junior competitions are 
mostly held on Saturday afternoons in place of the regular coaching sessions. Jun-
iors who have a CONGU handicap are welcome to play in club competitions. 
  
To enter a competition, please use the sign-up sheet displayed on the appropriate 
noticeboard in the clubhouse. The draw for Sunday competitions is made by Fri-
day afternoon so please stop by or call the Pro shop to check your tee time or go 
to the club website. 
 
Friendly Matches and County Competitions 
The club enters various county competitions and plays friendly matches against 
other local clubs. Teams are chosen via a sign-up sheet or by the captain. 
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Handicaps 
 
The Council of National Golf Unions (CONGU) developed the Unified Handicap-
ping System (UHS) to enable golfers of differing abilities, men and ladies alike, to 
compete on a fair and equitable basis. As a member of England Golf, this club 
awards and administers handicaps in accordance with the UHS.  
 
A player’s handicap relates to the number of shots, over the course Standard 
Scratch Score (SSS), that the player can expect to take. The SSS is printed on the 
top right corner of the scorecard. At the Links the SSS is 64. Therefore a player 
with a handicap of 24 should be capable of playing the course in 88 shots (the SSS 
of 64 + the handicap of 24). 
 
1. GETTING A HANDICAP.   
2.  
New Players need to submit cards that fulfill the following criteria.:- 

 Submit a total of 54 holes, preferably 3 x 18 holes, but can be a com-
bination of 9 and 18 holes.  

 Each card that is submitted must be played on this course with a dif-
ferent member of this club who already has a handicap.   

 These cards will be assessed and if not reaching a required standard, 
you will be asked to submit further cards. The maximum handicaps 
are 28 for men and 36 for ladies. As a guide, for 9 holes men should 
aim for 50 or less and ladies should aim for 60 or less. 

 
On obtaining your handicap you will be given a Handicap Certificate enabling you 
to play at other courses, and this entitles you to a County Card (except for Jun-
iors), with which you can play at most other Norfolk courses for half the day rate. 
These are available from the Pro Shop. 
 
2. MAINTAINING A COMPETITION HANDICAP  
 
To keep your handicap as a Competition Handicap, you must submit  3 cards per 
year by any of the following methods:- 
 

1. Play in a Club Qualifying competition over 18 holes off white tees 
(men) or red tees (ladies), (excludes the Club Championship, Ladies 
Championship and the Seniors Championship). You pay no entry fee 
and you cannot win any prizes. 

 
2. Play in a 9 hole Qualifier - you must sign before play and it must 

be the first 9 holes you play, again to be played off white tees 
(men) or red tees (ladies) with a member of this club with a handi-
cap.  The dates for these qualifiers are on the website and on the 
monthly tee sheet on the notice board outside the Pro Shop.  
Books to sign in before you play are by the changing rooms. 

 
3. Supplementary Score – to be played with a member of this club 

with a handicap.  Each supplementary card must be marked by a 
different member. Again sign the book before play.  These must 
be played off white tees (men) or red tees (ladies). There must be 
at least 7 days between submitted cards and up to a maximum of 
10 per year.  Cards must always be handed in after completion of 
your round even if you do not complete your card.  Remember, 
your handicap can go up or down depending on your score.                                                  

 
3.  NEW MEMBERS      
 
New members with a handicap from another golf club are eligible to enter com-
petitions and win prizes and/or the trophy on production of their up- to- date 
CONGU Handicap Certificate.   
 
4. OBTAINING A JUNIOR HANDICAP 
 
To obtain a handicap a junior must submit three cards, each of which must be 
signed by an adult member. Initially the cards may be over 5 holes, however cards 
of 9 or 18 holes are preferred especially for older juniors. 
 
Any score more than 3 over par at any hole shall be amended to 3 over. This ap-
plies to a maximum of 6 holes.  
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After these reductions have been made an Exact Handicap will be allocated 
equivalent to the number of strokes by which the best of the submitted rounds 
differs from the SSS of the course. 
 
Juniors justifying a handicap of 28 or less for boys from the white tees and 36 or 
less for girls from the red tees, shall be allocated a CONGU handicap and may play 
in adult competitions.  
 
5. UNOFFICIAL HANDICAPS 
 
May be awarded to members without an official handicap.  This is to allow them 
to play in specific ’social’ competitions which are open to all.    
 
6.  ANNUAL REVIEW OF HANDICAPS 
 
The annual review is carried out in accordance with CONGU guidelines. Those 
present at the annual review are: 
The Captain and Vice Captain of the appropriate section, (mens, ladies, seniors) 
The Professional 
The Honorary Secretary 

9 holes should be completed in no more than 1 hour 30 mins. Each group should 
aim to stay in touch with the group ahead. If a gap of more than 1 hole develops, 
the group should call through any quicker group waiting behind them. 
 
In the Clubhouse 
Golf shoes are not allowed in the clubhouse with the exception of the areas of 
wooden flooring (soft spikes 
only).  
 
The clubhouse is open to 
members, visitors, hotel 
guests and non-golfers. There 
is no specific dress code, but 
please be considerate of 
other customers.  
 
Smoking is not allowed in the clubhouse, on the steps, or around the entrances. 

Safety 
 
Golf is a game played out in the open and on undulating ground. All golfers must 
take responsibility to dress appropriately for the conditions and to take care when 
moving around the course. 
 
The following is taken from the R&A Rules of Golf. 

 Players should ensure that no-one is standing close by or in a posi-
tion to be hit by the club, the ball or any stones, pebbles, twigs or 
the like when they make a stroke or practice swing. 

 Players should not play until the players in front are out of range.  

 Players should always alert greenstaff nearby or ahead when they 
are about to make a stroke that might endanger them. 

 If a player plays a ball in a direction where there is a danger of hit-
ting someone, he should immediately shout a warning. The tradi-
tional word of warning in such situations is “fore”. 

 

Dress Code and Etiquette 
 
On the course 
Standard golf attire is required on the course, for example, smart trousers, shorts 
or skirt, a collared shirt and golf shoes. Jeans and t-shirts are not acceptable.  
 
All golfers must have their own clubs and bag.  
 
On the first tee a group playing their 10th hole have priority over a group yet to 
start their round, then groups should alternate.  
 
All golfers are requested to replace divots and repair pitchmarks.  
 
Trolleys and buggies must not be taken onto tees and must not be taken in the 
vicinity of the greens. Please take care when walking on the greens.  
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Equity 
 
The Club has made a commitment to support England Golf’s Equity Policy by: 

 

 Supporting the principle and practice of equity, equality and equal-
ity of opportunity. 

 Challenging discrimination that is indirect, direct, intentional or un-
intentional. 

 Monitoring and review practices, procedures and regulations to 
ensure that equity aims are addressed within the business of the 
club. 

 Working with England Golf to ensure that all people, irrespective of 
their age, gender, ability, social status, race, ethnic origin, religious 
belief, disability, or sexual preference have a genuine and equal 

opportunity to participate in golf. 

Roads and Footpaths across the course 
An access road for the Caravan Club runs across the 2nd and 5th holes and also in 
front of the 9th tee. Care should be taken by all golfers especially when playing 
across these roadways. Any incident must be reported to the Pro Shop.  
 
Additional safety for Juniors 
Whilst Links Country Park Golf Club is a safe environment generally, being an 
open, public space, it does from time to time attract “strangers” who may try to 
take advantage of vulnerable young people. The Club is concerned, naturally, that 
all of its members, especially the young are offered as much protection as possi-
ble. Whilst it has adopted a Child Protection Policy and Guidelines, you also have a 
responsibility for your own safety. 
 
Here are a few suggestions: 

 Never play on your own. 

 Arrange for your parents to pick you up; don’t leave it to chance. 

 If you have a mobile phone, take it with you in your golf bag, 
switched off. This can be used in emergencies. 

POLICY AIMS 

 To provide children with appropriate safety and protection whilst in 
the care of Links Country Park Golf Club, and to encourage their 
enjoyment of the sport. 

 To reassure parents that their children will receive the best care 
possible whilst participating in activities at Links Country Park Golf 
Club. 

 To provide support to staff and volunteers to make informed and 
confident responses to specific child protection issues and to fulfil 
their role effectively. 

Child Protection Policy 
 
The Club has achieved the Golf Mark award which is a national scheme that iden-
tifies and recognises junior and beginner friendly golf facilities. As such we have 
adopted policies and procedures to ensure equity and safety for all our members, 
including children.  
 
The full child protection policy is displayed on the Junior noticeboard and below is 
a brief extract setting out the aims. 
 
POLICY STATEMENT 
Links Country Park Golf Club acknowledges its duty of care to safeguard the wel-
fare of all children (defined as those under 18) involved in golf within the club. All 
children have a right to protection, and have their particular needs taken into 
account. Links Country Park Golf Club will therefore endeavour to ensure the 
safety and protection of all children involved with the club through the Child Pro-
tection guidelines adopted by the Management of the club. It is the responsibility 
of all adults within the club to assist the Management in achieving this endeavour. 
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Marking your Card 
 
No matter what format of golf you are playing, (some of which appear in the defi-
nitions section), it is always important to complete the scorecard correctly.  
 
First, fill in the name of the compe-
tition, date, tee off time, and tick 
which tees you are playing from.  
 
Then complete your name in the 
‘Player A’ box and also fill in your 
handicap. It is your responsibility 
to know your current handicap.  
 
Then swap this card with your 
playing partner and take their card 
from them. On the card with their 
name as ‘Player A’, record their 
scores after each hole in the ’A’ 
column. Your scores should be 
recorded in the ‘Markers’ column.  
 
After your round, check the scores 
are all correct and swap back the 
cards. Ensure  the player marking 
your card has signed as the 
’Marker’ and you must sign as the ’Player’ .   
 
Hand your card in to the competition organiser as soon as possible after you have 
completed your round even if it is a non-return. 
 
It is the players responsibility to complete the card correctly and to ensure the 
scores are correct. Penalty shots or disqualification may result if the card is in-
correct. 

Rules of Golf and Disciplinary Policy 
 
Golf is run through different sets of rules.  
 
The Club Rules, specify how the Club should be run. 
 
The rules of the R&A Rules of Golf determine how the game should be played. 
Copies of the Rules of Golf are available from the Pro Shop. 
 
On the course there is Etiquette. This covers behaviour on the course and in-
cludes not talking when others are playing their shots; not walking on playing 
partners’ lines of putt or not holding up groups behind you by playing slowly.  
 
Then there are Unwritten Rules of the Club. These are passed down, usually 
when someone breaks one, and govern the way people are expected to behave. 
For example, staying around for prize giving rather than leaving after the game. 
 
Extremely important for the future condition of the course is that all golfers must 
replace their divots and repair pitchmarks. 
 
Disciplinary Policy 
 
In the event of serious or persistent behaviour by any member considered to be 
contrary to the rules and etiquette of golf, or to be to the detriment of the club or 
hotel, the club has the right to take disciplinary action against that member. 
 
The disciplinary action may take the form of, but not be limited to, a warning of 
future conduct, temporary suspension of membership or the immediate termina-
tion of membership. 
 
The Proprietor has the final say on disciplinary issues.   
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ball. 
Four-Ball: A competition in which two competitors play as partners, each playing 
his own ball. The lower score of the partners is the score for the hole. If one part-
ner fails to complete the play of a hole, there is no penalty. 
 
Greensomes 
A format for a team of two. Both players tee off on each hole, the best tee shot is 
chosen and then the pair play alternate shots to complete the hole.  
 
Ground Under Repair 
“Ground under repair” is any part of the course so marked by order of the Com-
mittee or so declared by its authorised representative.Ground under repair in-
cludes material piled for removal and a hole made by a greenkeeper, even if not 
so marked. 
 
Honour 
The player who is to play first from the teeing ground is said to have the 
"honour". 
 
Lateral Water Hazard 
A "lateral water hazard" is a water hazard or that part of a water hazard so situ-
ated that it is not possible, or is deemed by the Committee to be impracticable, to 
drop a ball behind the water hazard in accordance with Rule 26–1b.  
 
Line of Play 
The "line of play" is the direction that the player wishes his ball to take after a 
stroke, plus a reasonable distance on either side of the intended direction. The 
line of play extends vertically upwards from the ground, but does not extend be-
yond the hole. 
 
Line of Putt 
The "line of putt" is the line that the player wishes his ball to take after a stroke 
on the putting green. Except with respect to Rule 16-1e, the line of putt includes a 
reasonable distance on either side of the intended line. The line of putt does not 
extend beyond the hole. 
 

Golfing Definitions 
 
All sports have their own terminology and golf is no different. The following defi-
nitions feature in full in the Rules of Golf (available for free in the Pro Shop).  
 
Abnormal Ground Conditions 
An "abnormal ground condition" is any casual water, ground under repair or hole, 
cast or runway on the course made by a burrow-
ing animal, a reptile or a bird. 
 
Ball in Play 
A ball is "in play" as soon as the player has made 
a stroke on the teeing ground. It remains in play 
until it is holed, except when it is lost, out of 
bounds or lifted, or another ball has been substi-
tuted, whether or not the substitution is permit-
ted; a ball so substituted becomes the ball in play.  
 
Casual Water 
"Casual water" is any temporary accumulation of 
water on the course that is not in a water hazard 
and is visible before or after the player takes his 
stance. 
 
Forms of Match Play 
Single: A match in which one player plays against another player. 
Foursome: A match in which two players play against two other players, and each 
side plays one ball. 
Best-Ball: A match in which one player plays against the better ball of two other 
players or the best ball of three other players. 
Four-Ball: A match in which two players play their better ball against the better 
ball of two other players. 
 
Forms of Stroke Play 
Individual: A competition in which each competitor plays as an individual. 
Foursome: A competition in which two competitors play as partners and play one 
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an immovable obstruction. 
Out of Bounds 
“Out of bounds’’ is beyond the boundaries of the course or any part of the course 
so marked by the Committee.  
A player may stand out of bounds to play a ball lying within bounds.  
Objects defining out of bounds such as walls, fences, stakes and railings are not 
obstructions and are deemed to be fixed.  
 
Provisional Ball 
A "provisional ball" is a ball played under Rule 27-2 for a ball that may be lost out-
side a water hazard or may be out of bounds. 
 
Rub of the Green 
A "rub of the green" occurs when a ball in motion is accidentally deflected or 
stopped by any outside agency (see Rule 19-1). 
 
Through the Green 
"Through the green" is the whole area of the course except: 
a. The teeing ground and putting green of the hole being played; and  
b. All hazards on the course. 
 
Wrong Ball 
A "wrong ball" is any ball other than the player's:  
ball in play; provisional ball; or second ball played under Rule 3-3 or Rule 20-7c in 
stroke play; and includes: another player's ball; an abandoned ball; and  

 
Loose Impediments 
"Loose impediments" are natural objects, including: 
stones, leaves, twigs, branches and the like, dung, and worms, insects and the 
like, and the casts and heaps made by them,  
provided they are not: 
fixed or growing, solidly embedded, or adhering to the ball. 
Sand and loose soil are loose impediments on the putting green, but not else-
where.  
Loose impediments must not be moved in a Hazard, apart from when identifying 
the ball. 
 
Lost Ball 
A ball is deemed “lost” if:  
a. It is not found or identified as his by the player within five minutes after the 
player’s side or his or their caddies have begun to search for it; or  
b. The player has made a stroke at a provisional ball from the place where the 
original ball is likely to be or from a point nearer the hole than that place (see Rule 
27-2b); or  
c. The player has put another ball in play under penalty of stroke and distance 
under Rule 26-1a, 27-1 or 28a; or  
d. The player has put another ball in play because it is known or virtually certain 
that the ball, which has not been found, has been moved by an outside agency 
(see Rule 18-1), is in an obstruction (see Rule 24-3), is in an abnormal ground con-
dition (see Rule 25-1c) or is in a water hazard (see Rule 26-1b or c); or  
e. The player has made a stroke at a substituted ball.  
 
Obstructions 
An "obstruction" is anything artificial, including the artificial surfaces and sides of 
roads and paths and manufactured ice, except:  
a. Objects defining out of bounds, such as walls, fences, stakes and railings;  
b. Any part of an immovable artificial object that is out of bounds; and  
c. Any construction declared by the Committee to be an integral part of the 
course.  
An obstruction is a movable obstruction if it may be moved without unreasonable 
effort, without unduly delaying play and without causing damage. Otherwise it is 
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