February Newsletter
Club Captain

Richard Taylor

Well as my year comes to a non-playing end
it’s fair to say it’s been disappointing. I had so
many plans to enjoy my year as your Captain
to the full. Then along came Covid and spoilt
most of the year!
Instead of enjoying many functions and rounds
of golf where the use of my shy presentation
skills would be used, instead we (Committee
and Trustees), were meeting to try and ensure
the club stayed afloat during lockdowns! I don’t want to make the whole of
this about Covid as I’m sure you’ve all heard enough about the devastation
this pandemic has caused! No, I will take this last opportunity to thank all
the people that helped support me and ensure I still gave a fabulous
amount of money to my chosen charity! Those people are the members
that supported my Captain’s weekend, and supported the club while we
could actually open! Thank you all from the bottom of my dodgy heart!
However mostly I’d like to thank my ever suffering wife who through difficult
circumstances still supported and helped me through a challenging year
(and we’ve made it through without visiting a divorce court…).
I’d also like to acknowledge Tam Payne’s non-stop efforts during
demanding times and keeping us all informed of updates.
I’m sorry how the year turned out and I wish I could have had a year of fun,
laughter and moaning at my ever poor golf! So this leads me to wish Tracy
my best wishes for a successful and enjoyable year! Like me I hope you’ll
all support our new Captain and raise a glass with Captain Tracy at our first
opportunity (especially as the drinks are on the lady).
Lastly keep those young golfers coming in as they’re our and the Club’s
long term future!
Thank you all again and best wishes for a safe and happy new season!
Best regards

Lady Captain

Dorothy March

Hello Ladies for the last time. I would like to
thank you all for your support during my
Captain’s year and what an eventful one it has
been. I am sure, like me, you cannot wait to
start playing again. Roger and I have bought a
practice net and we try to do a little every day.
We have also been using our exercise bike and
at times we manage 10 miles. I am sure many of
you have had your first vaccination and we are lucky that we have an
appointment in March for our second, so perhaps everyone will soon be
free of this awful virus. Finally I would like to wish Dang a successful and
care free year as Ladies Captain.

Senior Captain

Mike Brown

Hello all. I hope you are all well and keeping
safe. Another month is coming to an end and still
no golf due to lockdown. Let’s all hope at the end
of next month when restrictions are relaxed we
can at last enjoy a game of golf with our fellow
golfers and hopefully get back to some sort of
normality all be it by guidelines. Hopefully in the
near future we will be able to play some friendly
matches with other clubs as well as the cup
competitions. We have certainly had a lot of rain
again this month on the course which would have resulted in it being
closed for quite a while. The only good point is it has given the course a
chance to dry out without any unnecessary wear and tear on the course.
Let us hope the worst weather is now behind us and we can look forward
to the Spring and lighter nights. And with everyone getting vaccinated we
will all be safer and able to gather in groups of six socially. Hopefully when
next month’s Newsletter is out we will all be back on the course enjoying
golf with our colleagues. Roll on the 29th March. In the meantime I hope
you all keep safe and take care and look forward to seeing you all again on
our roll-ups.

Incoming Club Captain
Hi everyone,
I have the privilege of being your new Club
Captain this year.
All of the Ladies already know me and quite a
few of the gentlemen, as I have been a member
for about 30 years and I am also a Trustee of the
Club.
My chosen Charity, along with Dang (Ladies
Captain), is Tapping House, The Norfolk Hospice
and hope we can raise lots of money for such a
good cause.
I would like to thank Richard for asking me to be his Vice-Captain last year.
It was such a shame that Covid ruined so many of his plans but
congratulations on the large amount of money he raised for the British
Heart Foundation on his Captain's weekend.
Also, my thanks go to John Rice, who has been an exemplary President for
the Club and also to all of the staff and volunteers who keep Ryston Park
going on a day to day basis, again during the most difficult of times.
I would like to announce my Vice-Captain who is Dave Stennett and I was
delighted when he accepted and I look forward to working alongside him
and President Paul Allen, Ladies Captain Dang, Ladies President Janet
Rice and Senior’s Captain Mike Brown.
I hope you will all enjoy your golf this year and we'll be up and running
again on March 29th and I personally can't wait to get back.
Finally, I would like to thank my long suffering husband Michael who will be
supporting me this year (35 years married and never a cross word!).
Happy golfing and if I can help anyone with anything please don't hesitate
to contact me.
Best wishes Tracy.

A huge Pine tree on the 2nd hole snapped in the wind.

Greenstaff

Peter & Tiff

Thanks to this spell of warm, dry weather the course is drying out and with
the hint of new growth starting to appear. May it continue!
Following the recent club survey, it was noted that the tee boxes required
some much needed attention. So this last week, both the 1st and 9th have
been levelled and returfed.

Thanks go to Roger S, Tam P, Dave S, Jon L and David W for their help in
refurbishment of the 1st and 9th tees.

We have used the turf that has come from the tees to repair any worn or
damaged edges to the bunkers.

We shall continue to use what we can around the course to utilise the
spare turf, such as tidying up around the astroturf paths, etc.
With the drier ground conditions at the moment we are planning to cut the
majority of the course in the next week, in case of any wet weather
returning. If you have access to Facebook, ‘Like’ the Ryston Park Golf Club
page to see the progress for the return on the 29th March.
We look forward to seeing you all again soon.

A brief message from the outgoing President
Firstly may I offer my most sincere congratulations and best wishes to my
successor, Paul Allen, who I am sure will receive all the support and
friendship that I have been fortunate enough to experience over the past
three years. Paul has been a very active member of Ryston Park G.C. for
many years and has served the Club most loyally as Committee member,
Captain and team player over the years. Enjoy your three years Paul.
May I thank most sincerely my predecessor, Joe Flogdell, for allowing me
the privilege of being President of this wonderful Club, and all the
Committee Members, Staff and all the many members (too many to name
individually but they know who they are) who voluntarily give of their time
and expertise to make it the successful Club we all love so much.
As we near the time when we can all return to playing and socialising at
Ryston may I wish you all a happy, successful and above all healthy golfing
year.
Thank you all, John Rice.

Seniors end of year report
Gentlemen. At the start of the year I was honoured to be elected as your
Captain. I then asked Eric Savage to be my Vice-Captain which he
accepted. My nominated charity for the year was Macmillan Cancer. We
got off to a good start to the year with the roll-ups being well supported. I
organised a St David’s’s Day competition which was well supported and
food was served afterwards. I then did a St Patrick’s day competition with
food afterwards. At this point the Covid virus was spreading and it was the
start of our friendly matches with other clubs being cancelled until the
foreseeable future. We did go to Searles for the final Nine Holes Alliance
match, the only one we did in the year.
As the lockdown came into force all the other club matches we play were
cancelled for the rest of the year. With restrictions in place and limited
movements and three balls only we did manage to play the cup
competitions and the Secretary’s Report has all the winners in it. Well done
to everyone who took part in what were unprecedented times and the likes
of which none of had encountered before.
All in all not a good year with our Seniors Open and my Captain’s Day
cancelled due to the virus and the Clubhouse being closed for most of the
year. I would like to thank Pat for all the work he does as Secretary of the
Senior Section for organising the matches and all the events throughout
the year and doing the finances. Also thanks go to Eric, the Vice-Captain,
for his support and help and to Past Captain Ian for his help and input
during the year. I would like to give a big thank you to Julie, Tonya, Ryan
and Paige for looking after us this year. Let us hope we will soon be able to
get back in the Clubhouse for a drink and food. I hope you will all support
Tonya on the catering side with food.
Also I would like to give thanks to Peter and Tiff for all the work they do on
the course and maintaining it to the high standard it is (the best greens for
miles around).
Looking forward to 2021 with everyone getting vaccinated and the virus
being under control we can all feel a lot safer and get back to some sort of
normality and hopefully get back to playing golf in our roll ups and some
friendly matches again and the usual banter amongst ourselves.
Gentlemen I wish you all a better 2021 and you all take care, keep safe
and well and I thank you all for your support during the year.

